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CAMPUS SAFETY TALK: “STAY ALERT” – A Student’s Guide to Staying Safe on and Off Campus
Goal: Promote personal awareness and community responsibility to reduce incidents on campus and in the surrounding area.

Whether you’re walking to class, heading to a local café or restaurant, or possibly attending an event off-campus, your safety is always priority number one.
By using a simple acronym “STAY ALERT"—I’ll briefly highlight 9 key safety principles that will help you protect yourself and others both on campus and in the community.


S – Stop and Assess [image: A red and white stop sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]  
· Before entering any new space – building, parking lot, party, or street—pause and take note of your surroundings.
· Look for things that feel off: poor lighting, people loitering, blocked exits, or suspicious behavior.
· Example: You’re leaving the library late—before heading to your car, check your surroundings.
Tip: Walk with purpose. If something feels wrong, trust your instincts and change course. Whenever you’re unsure or uncomfortable, request a security escort.



T – Think Ahead [image: A cartoon of a child wearing a helmet with a light bulb on top
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· Plan your route when going out, especially at night. Know where you’re going and how you’ll get back.
· Let someone know your plans.
· Keep your phone charged and carry your student ID and a small amount of cash.
Tip: Use campus escort services or ride apps instead of walking alone late at night. At the very least, make it a practice to always have a friend present.


A – Avoid Distractions (1.5 Minutes)  [image: A person walking with a roller

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
· Stay off your phone or headphones when walking, especially at night or crossing streets.
· Being distracted makes you a target and reduces your awareness of vehicles, bikes, or strangers.
Tip: Stay in the moment—look confident and aware.






Y – You Are Responsible (1 Minute)
· Take ownership of your safety and look out for your peers.
· If you’re at a party or walking with friends, stick together. Be the one who speaks up or steps in when something feels unsafe.
Tip: Don’t wait for someone else to act. Your actions could protect you and your friends.

A – Act Safely (1.5 Minutes)  [image: A sign with text on it
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· Follow campus rules: don’t prop open doors, share your keycard, or invite strangers into residence halls.
· When ordering food, don’t allow delivery drivers into your space, retrieve your items once you’re certain that they have left the area.
· Make smart choices around alcohol and drugs—these impair judgment and make you more vulnerable. 
· Do not leave food or beverages unattended to ensure safe consumption.
Tip: Know your limits and look out for others who may not be in the best condition to make safe decisions.





L – Listen & Learn [image: A hand holding a wooden block with words
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· Stay updated on campus alerts, emergency procedures, and safe zones.
· Attend workshops on topics like self-defense, conflict resolution, and consent.
Tip: Listen to those who’ve experienced unsafe situations—it helps build empathy and awareness.

E – Evaluate the Environment 
· Environments change—what feels safe during the day might be risky at night.
· Check lighting, exits, and emergency phones when walking through campus or public spaces.
· Coexist where other people are.
Tip: Use well-lit paths and avoid shortcuts through alleys, empty lots, or isolated areas.








R – Report Issues Immediately  [image: A cartoon of a policeman and a child pointing
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· If you see something suspicious or unsafe—a person in distress, vandalism, or harassment—report it right away.
· Use campus security numbers, apps, or emergency blue light phones. 
· Emergency Services: 911, CIA Security: (216) 421-7330, Case Police: (216) 368-3300, University Circle Police: (216) 791-1234
Tip: Your report might prevent reoccurrence, or something from happening to someone else.

T – Take Care of Others 
· Step in if someone is physically or medically distressed, too intoxicated, being harassed, or left alone. Don’t film—help.
· Be the friend who gets them home safe.
· Don’t be afraid to tell a friend when enough is enough.
· Care for others’ safety as much as you care for your’ own.
· Always remember, there’s strength in numbers.
Tip: A strong campus community is built when we actively protect and support one another.

CLOSING REMARKS 
So, let’s recap what it means to STAY ALERT on and around campus:
Stop and Assess
Think Ahead
Avoid Distractions
You Are Responsible

Act Safely
Learn and Listen
Evaluate the Environment
Report Issues Immediately
Take Care of Others
Final Reminder: Your safety is shaped by awareness, preparation, and action. By staying alert, you protect yourself—and contribute to a safer, stronger community.
Thank you—and be safe.
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